ONE  SUCCESSFUL  METHOD

Anyone who has read the book more than once
will be convinced that what hurt Miss Mayors feel-
Ings most in India was the suffering of (i) women,
(2) children and (3) animals.1

Or, the opinion expressed by Basil Mathews, Inter-
national Literature Secretary of the World Committee
of the Y.M.CJL, will find many echoing minds ;

. . . Miss Mayo again and again reiterates her
praise of and affection for Indians. What she is
fighting is that vast immemorial social and religious
system which creates^the social horrors and mani-
fold cruelties ; the emasculation and the paralysis
of initiative in so many millions of India's people,
She wants to help to free India, or to help India to
free itself. She may sound brutal, superior, dis-
" *gusting and all the rest. But she is not a dog in a
dustbin just kicking up rubbish in order to find
offal; but a sanitary inspector seeking evils with
a view to their cure.2

The cure, Mother India said, lies in the hands of
the Hindus themselves. To some this declaration is too
bold, to others entirely unnecessary, even objection-
able, as, they believe, every country, including India,
and no matter what misery of the helpless is involved
thereby, should be left alone to conduct its own
affairs. But Basil Mathews retorts :

... If anyone says that is India's business and

not hers, the answer is twofold : first, in the inter-

1 By Dhan Gopal Mukerji, p. 81.

2 'Mother India,' by Basil Mathews, The Review of the Churches,
"London,. January, 1928, p. 117.
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